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LANGUAGES

Including some of the more important dialects, there
are said to be one hundred and eighty-five languages
spoken in India. The classic language of the ancient
Aryans, known as the Sanskrit, is not now a spoken
language.

The following tabulated list gives the more im-
portant languages spoken at the present time, and
the number of people speaking each language is given
in even millions, figures being taken from Thoburn’s
Christian Conquest of India:—

Bengali 44,000,000 Rajasthani 10,000,000
Hindu 97,000,000 Kanarese 10,000,000
Telugu 20,000,000 Gujarati 9,000,000
Marathi 18,000,000 Oriya 9,000,000
Panjabi 17,000,000 Burmese 7,000,000

Tamil 16,000,000 Malayalam 6,000,000
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